WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 
?cxV p\ 1 . 7$ mult i -media E-mail system for transmitting/receiving 
a multi-medd>a E-mail including various types of media information 
and positioning control information indicating how the media 
information ia each temporally and/or spatially positioned, the 
5 multi-media E-mail system comprising: 

a step of Veceiving the multi-media E-mail; 
a step of restoring an incoming mail composed by a sender 
of the received im^lti-media E-mail by positioning each of the 
media information included in the received mult i -media E-mail 
10 according to the positioning control information included 
therein; \ 

a step of storingt the media information included in the 
received multi-media E-mail as received media information; 

a step of composing k return mail for the restored incoming 
15 mail by utilizing said repeived media information; and 

a step of transmittingYhe composed return mail back to said 
sender in a form of a multi-media E-mail including every media 
information included in the return mail exclusive of said received 
media information and the positioning control information 
20 indicating how the every media information in the return mail is 
each temporally and/or spatially \positioned . 



2. The multi-media E-mail system according to claim 1, 
wherein in said step of composing the\ return mail. 



said received media information is divided, and 
the return mail is composed by using divided media 
information obtained by the division, and 

in said step of transmitting the return mail, as an 
alternative to said divided media information, division 
controlling information indicating at where said received media 
information is divided is transmitted in addition to said 
multi-media E-mail. \ 

3. The multi-mecrcLa E-mail system according to claim 1, 
further comprising a suep of storing the media information 
included in the multi-media E-mail to be transmitted as 
transmitted media information, wherein 

in said step of restoring the incoming mail, by positioning 
each media information included in the received multi-media 
E-mail and said transmitted menia information according to the 
positioning control information included in the mult i -media 
E-mail, the incoming mail is restored. 

4. The multi-media E-mail syfetem according to claim 3, 
wherein in said step of composing the return mail, 

said received media information is divided, and 
the return mail is composedly using divided media 
information obtained by the division, \ 

in said step of transmitting the Veturn mail, as an 
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alternative to said divided media information, division 
controlling information indicating at where said received media 
information is divided is transmitted in addition to said 
10 multi-med^a E-mail, and 

in Scntd step of restoring the incoming mail, 

^aid transmitted media information is divided 
according to tlr^ division controlling information included in the 
received multi-toedia E-mail, and 
15 the incoming mail is restored by using the divided 

a « media information ^obtained by the division. 
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5 . A multi-medd>^ E-mail device for transmitting/receiving 
a multi-media E-mail including various types of media information 
and positioning control\inf ormation indicating how the media 
information is each temporally and/or spatially positioned, the 
multi-media E-mail device Comprising: 

a receipt controlling part in which the multi-media E-mail 
is received, and then an incoirLLng mail composed by a sender of 
the received multi-media E-mail \s restored by positioning every 
media information included in th\e received multi-media E-mail 
according to the positioning cd^itrol information included 
therein; 

a first inputted information storing part storing the media 
information included in the multi-mediA E-mail received by said 
receipt controlling part as received meaia information; 
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15 an\ inputted information editing part composing a return 

mail for nie incoming mail restored by said receipt controlling 
part by utilizing said received media information; and 

a transmission controlling part transmitting the return 
mail composedAby said inputted information editing part back to 

20 said sender in Af orm of a multi-media E-mail including every media 
information included in the return mail exclusive of said received 
media information and the positioning control information 
indicating how the^very media information in the return mail is 
each temporally andVor spatially positioned. 

6. The mult i -madia E-mail device according to claim 5, 
wherein when a return mail is composed, said inputted information 
editing part \ 

divides said received media information, and 
5 composes the return mail by using divided media 

information obtained by the \iivision, and 

said transmission controlling part transmits, as an 
alternative to said divided \ media information, division 
controlling information indicating at where said received media 
10 information is divided in additioA to said multi-media E-mail. 

7. The multi-media E-mail device according to claim 5, 
further comprising a second inputted Viformation storing part 
storing the media information included imthe multi-media E-mail 



to be ^transmitted by said transmission controlling part as 
5 transmitted media information, wherein 

sain receipt controlling part restores the incoming mail 
by positioning each media information included in the received 
multi-media\ E-mail and said transmitted media information 
according to l^he positioning control information included in the 
10 multi-media E-taail, 
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8- The muAti-media E-mail device according to claim 7 , 
wherein when a return mail is composed, said inputted information 
editing part 

divides ^aid received media information, and 
composes the return mail by using divided media 
information obtained by^ the division, 

said transmission\ controlling part transmits, as an 
alternative to said divided media information, division 
controlling information indicating at where said received media 
information is divided in addition to said mult i -media E-mail, 
and 

when a return mail is restored, said receipt controlling 

part 

divides said transmitted media information according 
to the division controlling information included in the received 
multi-media E-mail, and 

restores the incoming mail byVising the divided media 
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information obtained by the division. 

9. \a recording medium on which a program, to be run in a 
computer device, for transmitting/receiving a multi-media E-mail 
including various types of media information and positioning 
control inf orination indicating how the media information is each 
5 temporally and/>or spatially positioned is recorded, the program 
for realizing an Operational environment on said computer device 
C3 comprising: \ 

a step of receiving the multi-media E-mail; 
N a step of restoring an incoming mail composed by a sender 

H 10 of the received multi-media E-mail by positioning each of the 
f. media information included in the received multi-media E-mail 

according to the positioning control information included 
*~ therein; \ 

a step of storing the mecbia information included in the 
15 received mult i -media E-mail as received media information; 

a step of composing a return m^Ll for the restored incoming 
mail by utilizing said received media information; and 

a step of transmitting the composeAreturn mail back to said 
sender in a form of a mult i -media E-mail Vncluding every media 
20 information included in the return mail exclireive of said received 
media information and the positioning control information 
indicating how the every media information in tche return mail is 
each temporally and/or spatially positioned. \ 
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10. VThe recording medium according to claim 9, wherein in 
said step ofi composing the return mail, 

s\aid received media information is divided, and 
the return mail is composed by using divided media 
5 information obtained by the division, and 

in said st\sp of transmitting the return mail, as an 
alternative to said divided media information, division 
controlling information indicating at where said received media 
£3 information is divided is transmitted in addition to said 

10 multi-media E-mail. \ 

11. The recording madium according to claim 9, the program 
^ for realizing the operational environment on the computer device 

further comprising a step of storing the media information 
5 included in the multi-mediA E-mail to be transmitted as 

5 transmitted media information , Wherein 

in said step of restoring said incoming mail, by positioning 
each media information included Vi_n the received multi-media 
E-mail and said transmitted media ^formation according to the 
positioning control information included in the multi-media 
10 E-mail, the incoming mail is restored. 

12. The recording medium according to claim 11, wherein 
in said step of composing the return maiA, 

said received media information is divided, and 
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tne return mail is composed by using divided media 
information obtained by the division, 

in said sYep of transmitting the return mail, as an 
alternative to isaid divided media information, division 
controlling information indicating at where said received media 
information is divided is transmitted in addition to said 
multi-media E-mail, and 

in said step of restoring the incoming mail, 

said transmitted media information is divided 
according to the division controlling information included in the 
received multi-media E-mail, \and 

the incoming mail rs restored by using the divided 
media information obtained by tlA division . 

13 . A method of supplying a program, to be run in a computer 
device, for transmitting/receiving a multi-media E-mail 
including various types of media information and positioning 
control information indicating how the media information is each 
temporally and/or spatially positioned to the computer device 
through a network, the meVhod comprising: 

a step of receiving raie multi-media E-mail; 

a step of restoring an Vncoming mail composed by a sender 
of the received multi-media E\mail by positioning each of the 
media information included in -ohe received multi-media E-mail 
according to the positioning control information included 
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therein ; 

a step storing the media information included in the 
received multi-media E-mail as received media information; 

a step of composing a return mail for the restored incoming 
mail by utilizing\said received media information; and 

a step of transmitting the composed return mail back to said 
sender in a form of a. multi-media E-mail including every media 
information included An the return mail exclusive of said received 
media information ana the positioning control information 



indicating how the everA media i 
each temporally and/or spatial 




formation in the return mail is 
positioned. 
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14. The method of subplying a program according to claim 
13, wherein in said step of \ composing the return mail, 

said received mecLla information is divided, and 
the return mail is\ composed by using divided media 
information obtained by the division, and 

in said step of transmitting the return mail, as an 
alternative to said divided media information, division 
controlling information indicating\at where said received media 
information is divided is transmitted in addition to said 
multi-media E-mail. 



15. The method of supplying a program according to claim 
13, further comprising a step of storina the media information 
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included in the\ multi-media E-mail to be transmitted as 
transmitted medial information , wherein 

in said step of restoring the incoming mail, by positioning 
each media information included in the received multi-media 
E-mail and said transmitted media information according to the 
positioning control \information included in the multi-media 
E-mail, the incoming mail is restored. 

16, The method of supj^yingl a program according to claim 
15, wherein in said steb of co/npoaing the return mail, 

said received, medi^ information is divided, and 
the return mail is composed by using divided media 
information obtained by thie division, 

in said step of transmitting the return mail, as an 
alternative to said divided media information, division 
controlling information indicating at where said received media 
information is divided is transmitted in addition to said 
multi-media E-mail, and \ 

in said step of restoring Vthe incoming mail, 

said transmitted meuia information is divided 
according to the division controlling information included in the 
received mult i -media E-mail, and \ 

the incoming mail is restored by using the divided 
media information obtained by the division. 
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